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The International Chamber of Commerce has set on at its third Congress beeing held in Brussels as a leading problem the eco­nomical restoration. With this question, beeing rather of a general character, are connected the different technical matters (finances, industry, commerce and transport), which are, according to the programm, separately to lie discussed, but strictly speaking, form parts of the great and general problem.The Hungarian National Committee of the International Chamber of Commerce, after having paid a much active attention to the displayed activity of the Chamber during all its existence, ascertains with gratitude and recognition, that principally the matter of transport, what is the most suitable organ to serve as a connection of commerce and as a link amongst countries and nations, has been treated with the greatest care, thus by works of internal character, as by all the debates of its confe­rences held up-to-day. These matters have been thoroughly discussed at the Congress of Rome held in 1923 from the 18-th to 23-d of March and has very properly set fast the approved decision of this Congress :„The International Chamber of Commerce considers the bettering of the railway cammunications among the nations as one of the very first conditions of maintenance and progress of international commerce.“The Hungarian National Committee sees a new, fresh proof in the active interest shown by the International Chamber of Commerce regarding to matters of communication in that fact also, that this problem has been put on the order of the day of the Brussels Congress too. The Hungarian National Committee feels bound to this decision of the International Chamber and proposes to discuss the matter of the, since war cut off, railway commu­nications and in this subject lays a project of resolution before the Congress,



In pre-war time the network of the European railways formed, so to say, a perfect whole and transport questions of international character have been referred practically but to a constant increase of rapidity in traffic and to have a most complete combined service and a direct international tariff. These questions are beyond dispute also nowadays of great importance and the Hungarian National Committee fully accepts the submitted motions of the Treviso Chamber concerning this matter. But the preliminary condition of the combined services and direct inter­national tariff is to have railway lines, where to adapt them, more clearly expressed, to open the communication on all those lines, on which it has been at standstill since the war. According to the opinion of the Hungarian National Committee this belongs to far-reaching economical matters of the greatest importance and without a successful resolution of which, the restoring of a normal economical life and a proper reconstruction are not to be imagined.
The cut-off railway communications.After the war the peace treaties have strongly altered since long years existed political boundaries. But nowhere have taken ■place such great alterations as in the late Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, where on the one hand large regions have been con­nected with other countries or on te other entirely new states have arisen. These considerable shiftings of the political boun­daries caused large, unfathomable changes in the traffic too. In the troublesome days when the alteration took place, the traffic has been brought to a standstill on many lines and on others it has been reduced to a very small fraction of pre-war time traffic. In the western states more or less normal conditions have been set up in the last five years. But on the eastern portion of Europe exist still rows of lines, which have been splitted by the treaties without beeing utilised, causing unutterable losses to economical life and international trade.As the Hungarian National Committee in conformity with the state of affairs is well up in the relation between Hungary and the other successor states, should desire to make known to the Congress the prevailing conditions as an example.As a result of the Trianon peace treaty, signed on the 4th of June 1920 there have been established between Hungary
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- 0and Yougoslavia sixteen, between Hungary and Roumania thir­teen boundary stations. Since the signing of the treaty are five years elapsed, but in the Hungarian-Yougoslav relation on eight boundary stations, Drava Stara Zalata, Dravaszabolcs, Beremend, Herczegszanto, Gara, Csikeria, Gyala and Szoreg, there is no transit traffic at all. In the Hungarian-Roumanian relation on nine stations does not exist transit traffic: Gacsely, Csenger, Agerdomajor, Nagykereki, Korbsszakal, Denesmajor, Elek, Bat- tonya, Magyarcsanad. These names may sound strangely to the ears of western inhabitants. Therefore we beg all, who are interested in this matter, to take the chart in their hands: from the point of view of general estimation, we refer only to establish the fact, that on a track of about 725 kilometres, which was intersected on thirty points, to-day are seventeen lines out of working, among them those, which were from the point of view of international traffic also of great importance. But what is more, on the following stations the rails are still taken up: Csikeria, Gyala, Battonya, Elek, Korbsszakal, Gacsely. By Magyarcsanad the railway bridge, crossing the river Maros, is fenced off by wire.It is true, that great part of these lines is of local character. To this very reason it is to attribute, that the foreign states have hardly knowledge of the occured discontinuation of railway traffic on these lines. But it is doubtless that the long round­about ways, which the transports are obliged to make, will be felt in the considerable increase of transport expences. This is point, where local interests become fastened with the general commercial interests.
The principal line of the Austro-Hungarian State Railway,But there are railway-lines, which owing to their beeing of international character, are known in all Europe. To these belongs the principal line Vienna—Orsova of the late Austro- Hungarian State Railway Company, built in the 50 years, on which line ran before the Paris—Ostende—Constantza Orient Express train. This was one of the most important tracks of the entire Monarchy, of eminent structure, with Goliath rails and with the most modern outfit. This line on the basis of the peace treaty has been chiefly obtained by Hungary and Roumania. Immediately Szeged, after crossing the river Tisza this track passes a few kilometer short section on Yougoslav territory. The three 



- 4 -interested states could not come to an agreement in seVeh years time so as to reopen this section, could not accomplish a combined service and so the Yougoslav section is still to-day out of working. Through five years long even the rails by Oroszlámos o.i a track of about 200 metres have been taken up. Although the track has been repaired, it is used for the parking of repair undergoing carriages.Such state of affairs is all the more regrettable, as this was the most direct railway-connexion from Bucharest to Budapest, Vienna and to the farther West. The heaviest international reasons are in favour of the re-opening of this line. The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Szeged has laid its proposals be­fore the Hungarian Government already at the beginning 1924 as to enter immediately into negotiations with the governments of Yougoslavia and Roumania for the reopening of this line. But we are sorry to state, that all these negotiations remained up to-day resultless.As not only Hungary’s, but also Roumania’s traffic gravi­tates towards West, Roumania’s interests are all the more con­nected too with the reopening of this line. Roumania’s most fertil region and economically the most developed part is Banat. The economical centre of the Banat is Temesvár, a town of active commerce and industry having to-day nearly one hundred thousend inhabitants. The distance between Temesvár and on the Hungarian boundary situated Szeged is 112 kilometres. Leaving Temesvár in pre-war time one could have reached Szegedin twohours, Budapest in five hours and Vienna in nine hours. The traffic of to-day between Temesvár and Szeged will be entangled in a round-about way of not less than 206 kilometres via Arad—Békéscsaba ; but this 206 kilometres long section with change, on the partly of third rate line absorbes eight hours. Therefore nearly in the same time, as the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Szeged laid its proposals before the Hungarian Government, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Temesvár made its initiatory steps by the Roumanian Foreign Ministry for the opening of the Temesvár —Szeged section. According to informations received a suggestion of this nature of the Bucharest Chamber has been also laid before the Roumanian Government. Consequently the reciprocal international economical interests require to remove all the difficuties of political nature out of the way of commer­cial connexions.



The Paris—Bucharest express.What are the consequences of this unnatural traffic cut off in the international relations, we may illustrate with a few exam­ples. For the moment between Paris and Bucharest the fastest connexion is the so-called Simplon-Express, which crosses the river Tisza by Zenta eastward of Szabadka and on different lines of third rate comes to Temesvár, whence proceeds toward Bucharest on the principal line of the late Austro Hungarian State Railway. The line between Szabadka and Temesvár beeing of only third rate, the Simplon-Express, instead of the 80 kilo­meters hour's speed of the late Orient-Express, can proceed only with -30 kilometres speed, which means a considerable loss of time. Buth what is more important, the Zenta bridge has been built only for the use of vehicles and not for railway purposes and the rails have been laid during the war owing to absolute necessities. The Zenta bridge should be passed by carriages of 24 tons bruttó weight, for which reason the management of the Yuogoslav Sate-Railways introduced traffic-restrictions, but still an express train of great international importance, running with carriages of 36 tons bruttó weight passes at present this bridge.In the Vienna—Budapest—Bucharest, relation the state of affairs are not so serious, because the under-structure of the Szolnok—Arad-Bucharest line, which was built in the time of Hungarian sovereignity, is of first rate. But this line in great part passes through montainous district, contrary to the Szeged— Temesvár - Bucharest line, so arises a serious loss of time over against conditions of peace time.
The transversal way to sea.For inlands it is of the greatest importance to have good connexion in the possible shortest way to sea, by means of their harbours they can be incorporated into the great interna­tional traffic. From this point of view the position of Hungary and Transylvania, which are dependent on the harbour of Fiume and Trieste, is fairly disadvantageous. In the time of the late Monarchy the traffic to sea was carried out by the so-called transversal railway of the Great Plain of Hungary, with the route : Kolozsvár, Nagyvárad, Szeged, Szabadka, Baja, (overbridging of Danube), Ujdombovár, Zagreb, Fiume or Trieste. This was nearly a direct
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- - 6line and it was efficient to counterbalance to a certain extent the disadvantages due to the unfavourable geographical position. Since the signing of the peace treaty this transversal railway line has been broken up. The eastern portion came under the rule of Roumania, greater part of the Lowland section remained under Hungarian sovereignity, a track of 30 kilometres between the Danube and Tisza fell into hands of Yougoslavia, the section reaching as far as the Drave is again Hungarian, between the Drave and the sea it became Yougoslav, its terminus but in Fiume is Italian.As a result of breaking up this coherent railway line, to-day so to say is kept only a partial traffic on certain sections. From Transylvania previously ran two pairs of fast train, four pairs of slow train and numerous goods trains. To-day between Szabadka and Szeged runs, there and back, only a single pair of train, between Szabadka and Baja there is no traffic at all, even westward of Szabadka on a track of about 300 metres long the rails have been taken up for several years. As toward the Great Hungarian Blain and Transylvania this only line offers the most natural transport possibility for all those goods, which are bound to the western states via Trieste or Fiume, in interest of the international trade it should be highly desirable to put this line in full operation and to sistematise combined tariffs on the entire line.
Imaginary railway line.In the north-east portion of Hungary of to-day lies the so- called Szatmár-Fehérgyarmat local railway. This line lies with Szatmárnémeti as its starting point, for the moment on Rouma­nian territory, and with terminus in Fehérgyarmat on Hungarian territory. The line on Hungarian territory is of 28 kilometres with five stations. This section lies completly fallow, because there did not come in existence any convention between the Hungarian and Roumanian railways and from the Roumanian starting-station are no trains running over the Hungarian boundary. So indeed this railway sould be called as an imaginary railway line, which has a terminus, but does not posses a starting-point.

Obstacles of exploitation.From the point of view of the interested Governments the one difficulty, which prevents to put into operation the cut-off 



— 7 -lines, is, that there should have to increase considerably custom­house offices on the new frontier. The present frontier-stations were previously inland stations and so for the purpose of locating the cus­tom-house offices are new edifices to be built, but the states beeing in very hard financial conditions decline the achievement of such heavy burden. Whatever an importance may have these financial point of view, could not be of decisive significance anil can not form any obstacle in the way of the international trade. Why should be ruled the eastern portion of Europe under diffe­rent conditions than that of West or America. No doubt the whole American public opinion should consider as an absurdity, if the traffic between the States and Canada should be confined only to certain lines, while the other passages should be put out of operation, because the establishment and maintenance of custom-house offices are very expensive.An other difficulty, which is in the way of the reopening of this cut-off lines, as stated, is, that the question of right of ownership of lines passing different territories, has not been cleared up yet. This circumstance can not raise a serious diffi­culty, because the lines have been taken into state management by both sides, so the traffic could be run all the same without, waiting any further for the settlement of right of ownership. The most regrettable state, if all the advantages, given security by the technical development of a century to economical life, on account of disordered political and juridical problems should fade away.The Hungarian National Committee reiterates to be aware of the fact, that in other places are also similar symptoms and even therefore accentuates emphatically, that the abovementioned cases are considered as instances just to illustrate the alterations taken place in political relations how impossible consequences resulted in trade and what great difficulties they throw in the way of international traffic.The circumstance, that not only the Hungarian, but the Roumanian and Yougoslav chambers submitted their proposals to their own governments in the cause of putting an end to these conditions, chiefly justifies, that the restoration of this and other similarly cut-off railway lines is of international importance. Starting of this point of view the Hungarian National Committee lays before the Congress the proposals mentioned below:
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Project of resolution.1. The third Congress of the International Chamber of Commerce held at Brussels considers the reconstruction of the railway connexions beeing cut-off since the war as one of its particular question and gives expression to its desire, that all the railway lines lying fallow, but passing different countries, shall be put into operation.2. The Brussels Congress regards desirable, that on these lines should be run trains of international character and combi­ned services and direct through international tariffs shall be established.3. Regarding the international commercial interests the Congress decides, that in interest of carrying out these propo­sals will require all the national committees belonging to its members, that this resolution shall be laid before their own governments with due motivation.
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