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Johamies de Thurocz Chronica Hunparorum. vol. I, Textus, edited by Elisabcth G alantai 
and Julius K risto, A kadém ia Scientiarum  Hungarica, B ibliotheca scriptorum  m edii 
aevi recentisquc aevorum  (Budapest, 1985). Forew ord pp. 9-11, text pp. 15-293, index  
pp. 297.332.

John o f  Thurocz, or, in his own language, János Thw roczy, (1435-88/9) w as the author  
o f  on e o f  the m ost im portant m edieval H ungárián historical sourccs, o f  vvhich w c now  have 
a carefully produced critical edition. H is chronicle covcrs the H ungarians’ h istory from  
ancient tim es to the beginning o f  the reign o f  M atthias I (1458-90), w ho was a contem porary  
o f  the author’s.

A s far as the ancient period is con cem ed , Thwrocrv, w ho had rcccived an excellent 
classical education. reprotfuces in ícrm ation  from  older úi.ronicies, which had apparently  
been kept very m uch alive by popular órai tradition, at leatt with rcspcct to the H ungarians’ 
distant Central A sian origins and A ttila ’s H uns. Thwroczy devotes a num bcr o f  pages (32- 
57) to the latter’s im pressive wars and raids.

Since the closest great pow er to  Hungary fór m any centuries w as the Byzantinc Em pire, 
the chronicle contains quite a num ber o f  references to it. The account o f  the great raids the 
H ungarians conducted in the tenth century includes a siege o f  C onstantinoplc (pp. 72-3) 
and various subsequent clashes betw een the H ungarians and the Byzantincs— the latter 
enjoying an avow ed suprem acy in respect o f  w eaponry (p. 127). M ention is m adc o f  the 
sim ilarity between the silver coins m inted by K ing Béla I (1060-3) and the Byzantinc cur- 
rency (p. 94), as a lsó  o f  the m arriage o f  Béla IV (1235-70) to a Byzantinc princcss (p. 138).

By the reign o f  L udovic the G reat (1342-82) it was clcar that H ungary had grow n intő  
a pow er o f  som é note with designs on  the Balkans, whcrc it intentded to takc the placc o f  
the ailing Byzantine Em pire. H ow ever, it was at just this period that the O ttom an Turks 
were expanding in the sam e direction, a phenom enon about which T hw roczy gives a great 
deal o f  valuable inform ation, which alsó, incidentally, has a bcaring upon Byzantium . H e  
links the T urks’ successful conquests with the Byzantincs’ civil wars (p. 213). fór instance. 
A s is only to be expected , he puts particular em phasis on King Sigism und’s strugglc3 against 
the O ttom ans and particularly those o f  the voivode John Unyad (pp. 237-53) in tho tim e o f  
M urád II (1421-51). A s Hungary exerted a certain influence upon Bosnia, Scrbla, and W al- 
lachia, Thw roczy a lsó  includes m atériái relating to these Balkan States. F ollow ing the Fali 
o f  C onstantinople (pp. 266-7), his chronicle gives a fairly lengthy account o f  M oham m ed  
II’s cam paign against the Serbs (pp. 267-71).

T hw roczy’s chronicle is an authentic source, which, apart from  providing hitherto  
unknow n data, a lsó  enables the researcher to look at events from  a different viewpoint. 
A  second, annocated, volum e is to  follow , which will without a doubt grcatly facilitate a 
m ore thorough understanding o f  this valuable Hungárián chronicle.
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